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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The action is responsive to the Amendment filed on 29 November 2006. Claims 
1-31 and 33-49 are pending. Claims 1, 33, 34 and 49 are amended. Claim 32 is 
cancelled. 

2. The amendments filed 29 November 2006 are sufficient to overcome the prior 35 
U.S.C. 112 second paragraph rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 35-46 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Pursuant to the Interim Guidelines on Patent Eligible Subject Matter (MPEP 
2106), if a claim recites a judicial exception (i.e., an abstract idea, law of nature or 
physical phenomenon), the claims must recite either a physical transformation and/or a 
useful, concrete and tangible result. It is the Examiner's position that the claims are 
directed to abstract ideas. The claims fail to recite a transformation from one physical 
state to another. Further, although the claims appear useful and concrete, a tangible 
result is not claimed. Merely "generating results of the statistical analysis" is not 
sufficient to constitute a tangible result, since the outcome of the generating step has 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 7,31 5 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2857 

not been used in a disclosed practical application nor made available in such a manner 
that its usefulness in a disclosed practical application can be realized. As such, the 
subject matter of the claims is not patent eligible. 

♦ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 4-8 and 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Beller (U.S. Patent No. 5,852,819). ' 

Referring to claims 4 and 18, Beller teaches receiving user input identifying 
desired analysis; retrieving user data from a data store (see Beller, column 10 lines 1- 
14); retrieving the user data from a data store (see Beller, column 27 line 66 - column 
28 line 24); reformatting the user data in accordance with the desired analysis (see 
Beller, column 27 line 66 - column 28 line 24); computing factors for the desired 
analysis (see Beller, column 21 lines 48-67); formatting output from results of the 
computation for presentation to the user (see Beller, column 29 lines 59-64); and 
presenting the output to the user in response to input from the user requesting output 
presentation (see Beller, Figure 6 "output report 610"), wherein the steps of retrieving 
and reformatting (see Beller, column 27 line 66 - column 28 line 24), computing (see 
Beller, column 21 lines 48-67) and formatting (see Beller, column 29 lines 59-64) are 
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automated, responsive to the step of receiving and otherwise substantially devoid of 
interaction with the user for receiving input (see Beller, column 9 lines 1 1-20 and Figure 

6). 

Referring to claims 5 and 19, Beller teaches receiving user input to enter the user 
data in a tabular format in advance of the step of receiving user input identifying desired 
analysis (see Beller, column 9 lines 11-20). 

Referring to claims 6 and 20, Beller teaches transferring the user data entered in 
tabular format to a database (see Beller, column 16 lines 12-20). 

Referring to claims 7 and 21 , Beller teaches retrieving the user data from the 
database such that the user data is in a different format than the tabular format (see 
Beller, column 20 lines 4-21 ). 

Referring to claims 8 and 22, Beller teaches receiving user input identifying the 
desired analysis as one or more of mean of the response, standard deviation of a 
function response (see Beller, column 21 lines 48-56), or percentiles of a function 
response (see Beller, column 21 lines 58-63). 


Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-3, 9-17, 23-31 allowed. 
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6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claims 1-3 are allowable over the prior art because a computer system user 
interface for statistical analysis comprising: a configuration and control display screen 
configured to receive user input selecting a particular statistical analysis to be 
performed on the tabular data, wherein the statistical analysis is configured to find at 
least one statistically significant factor affecting a given response within the user input 
data based on the particular statistical analysis selected through the configuration and 
control display screen is not found, taught or suggested in the prior art of record. 

Claims 9-17 and 23-31 are allowable over the prior art because a method 
comprising: automatically performing the indicated statistical analysis for all indicated 
elements without further interaction wherein the statistical analysis identifies a 
significant factor in the tabular data; and generating results of the statistical analysis in a 
result page of the plurality of pre-defined pages wherein the results identify the 
significant factor is not found, taught or suggested in the prior art of record. 

7. Claims 33, 34, 36, 47 and 49 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 29 November 2006, with respect to claims 4-8 and 
18-22, have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Beller does not teach "wherein the steps of retrieving, 
reformatting, computing and formatting are automated, responsive to the step of 
receiving and otherwise substantially devoid of interaction with the user for receiving 
input." However, Applicant's arguments are not well taken. Beller teaches a process 
selected and initiated by a user (see Beller, column 9 lines 1 1-20). Once the process is 
initiated, data is retrieved from a database and output to and reformatted in an Excel 
spreadsheet (see Beller, column 27 line 66 - column 28 line 24), processed by the 
computer (see Beller, column 21 lines 48-67) and then output in a formatted report (see 
Beller, column 29 lines 59-64). Therefore, Beller teaches that the steps of retrieving 
and reformatting (see Beller, column 27 line 66 - column 28 line 24), computing (see 
Beller, column 21 lines 48-67) and formatting (see Beller, column 29 lines 59-64) are 

* 

automated, responsive to the step of receiving and otherwise substantially devoid of 
interaction with the user for receiving input (see Beller, column 9 lines 1 1-20 and Figure 
6). 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Kate B. Baran whose telephone number is (571 ) 
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272-221 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 am to 
6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc S. Hoff can be reached on (571 ) 272-2216. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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